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Abstract

A furniture ensemble includes a tuxedo sofa, a two-level sofa table
island piece adapted to be disposed behind
the tuxedo sofa, stools or
other additional seating behind the sofa table island piece, and an
ottoman or,
alternatively, a cocktail table with nesting footstools for
further seating. The sofa table island piece has a front
horizontal shelf
member supported between left and right side walls and a rear counter top
member a few inches
higher than the front shelf. The front horizontal
shelf member of the island piece is at the same level as the top of
the
sofa back. An open space is formed below the counter top member. Stools
or similar seating units with their
seat portions higher than the sofa
seating space are removably stored in the island piece. This group
provides
seating for a group of persons with an unobstructed view of
activities taking place ahead of the furniture
ensemble.
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Claims

1. In combination: a tuxedo sofa adapted for seating a plurality of
persons, and having a seating space, the
seating space having a
predetermined height and width, arms disposed at left and right sides of
the seating space
each with a horizontal top surface having a width and a
predetermined height above the height of said seating
space, and a sofa
back disposed behind said seating space and having a horizontal top
surface of a predetermined
width and a height equal to the height of arm
top surfaces; a two-level sofa table island piece adapted to be
disposed
behind the sofa back of said tuxedo sofa, the sofa table island piece
including side walls; a front
horizontal shelf member affixed on said
side walls and extending a width distance at least equal to the width of
said seating space, and having a height equal to the height of the top
surface of the sofa back, so that the front
horizontal shelf member of
said sofa table island piece is configured to be at the same level as
said sofa back top
surface when the sofa table island piece is positioned
directly behind said tuxedo sofa; a vertical riser wall
extending up from
a rear edge of said front horizontal shelf member; a rear horizontal
counter member extending
rearwardly from an upper edge of said riser wall
and extending laterally a width distance at least equal to the
width of
said seating space, and having a height greater than the height of said
front horizontal shelf member;
said side walls and said rear counter
member defining an open space between the side walls and beneath said
rear counter member; and a plurality of seating units, each having a seat
portion supported on a leg portion such
that the seat portion is at a
height greater than the height of the sofa seating space, with said open
space of said
sofa table island piece being configured for removably
storing said seating units therein.


2. The combination of claim 1 wherein said sofa table island piece
further includes at least one horizontal shelf
mounted on at least one of
the side walls thereof at a level below the level of said front
horizontal shelf member.


3. The combination of claim 1 wherein said sofa table island piece
further includes at least one horizontal shelf
mounted on at least on of
the side walls thereof at the level of said front horizontal shelf
member.


4. The combination of claim 1 wherein the height of the front horizontal
shelf member of said sofa table island
member is substantially 27 inches,
and the height of said rear counter member is substantially 36 inches.


5. The combination of claim 1 wherein the horizontal top surfaces of the
arms of said sofa have a width of
substantially 12 inches.


6. The combination of claim 1 said sofa table island piece having a cord
slot formed at a rear side of said front
horizontal shelf member defining
a space between said front horizontal shelf member and said vertical
riser wall
that is configured to permit passage therethrough of an
electrical power or communications cord.


7. The combination of claim 6 wherein said cord slot has a wide portion
therein of greater dimension than said
cord slot for permitting passage
of a cord connector.


8. The combination of claim 1 further comprising an ottoman adapted to be
positioned in front of the seating
space of said tuxedo sofa, and having
a width and height substantially the same as the width and height of said
seating space, respectively.


9. The combination of claim 1 further comprising a cocktail table adapted
to be positioned in front of the seating



12/2/21, 3:18 PM United States Patent Application: 0160007746

https://appft.uspto.gov/netacgi/nph-Parser?Sect1=PTO2&Sect2=HITOFF&u=%2Fnetahtml%2FPTO%2Fsearch-adv.html&r=1&f=G&l… 3/8

space of said tuxedo sofa, and a
plurality of stool members, the cocktail table being configured to define
a
plurality of nesting spaces beneath a table top thereof in which the
stool members can nest.


10. The combination of claim 9 wherein said cocktail table has a top of
generally rectangular shape with four
side edges; and four L-shaped leg
member that each have an upright member positioned at a center of a
respective edge of the top, and a horizontal member that meets the
horizontal members of the remaining legs
beneath a center of the top.


11. A two-level sofa table island piece configured to be disposed behind
a tuxedo sofa that has a seating space, a
sofa back rising behind said
seating space to a predetermined top height, and a pair of sofa arms, the
sofa table
island piece comprising: left and right side walls each having
a staggered top edge that is at a lower level at a
front portion and at a
higher level at a rear portion thereof; a front horizontal shelf member
affixed on the front
portions of said side walls and extending a width
distance, and having a predetermined height; a vertical riser
wall
affixed between said left and right side walls and extending up from a
rear edge of said front horizontal
shelf member; a rear horizontal
counter member affixed on the rear portion of said left and right side
walls and
extending rearwardly from an upper edge of said riser wall and
extending laterally a width distance such that the
height of said rear
horizontal counter member is greater than the height of said front
horizontal shelf member;
and wherein said side walls and said rear
counter member defining an open space between the side walls and
beneath
said rear counter member.


12. The sofa table island piece according to claim 11, wherein the height
of said front horizontal shelf member is
substantially twenty-seven
inches.


13. The sofa table island piece according to claim 11, wherein the height
of said rear counter member is
substantially thirty-six inches.


14. The sofa table island piece according to claim 11, wherein at least
one cable slot is formed at the rear edge of
said front horizontal shelf
member and adapted to accommodate passage of electrical or communications
cables
to an interior of the sofa table island piece.


15. The sofa table island piece according to claim 11 further comprising
at least one horizontal shelf mounted on
at least on of the side walls
thereof at the level of said front horizontal shelf member and contiguous
therewith.


16. The sofa table island piece according to claim 15 further comprising
at least one horizontal shelf mounted on
at least one of the side walls
at a level below the level of said front horizontal shelf member.


17. The sofa table island piece according to claim 11 wherein the open
space defined between the side walls and
beneath said rear counter member
is open across its width and height and is configured for removable
storage of
one or more additional seating units.

Description

[0001] This is a Continuation-in-Part of application Ser. No. 29/496,008,
filed Jul. 8, 2014, the disclosure of
which is incorporated by reference
herein.


BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION


[0002] This invention relates to furniture and seating units, e.g.,
couches, chairs, settees and sofas, and to
associated furniture pieces
such as ottomans, footstools, sofa tables and console tables. The
invention is more
specifically directed to a combination of furniture
pieces that include at least a sofa (in the described
embodiment, a
"tuxedo sofa" having wide arms and a low back with its top at the same
level as the arms), and a
dual-level sofa table piece, also called an
"island" piece or Gathering Island, positioned immediately behind the
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back of the sofa. This island piece has a front shelf member that serves
as a table or shelf space, immediately
behind the sofa, for lamps, books,
or the like, and as a place where persons seated on the sofa can place
food or
drink items, or keep their smart phones, tablets, or other
devices. End tables, i.e., to the sides of the sofa, are then
not needed.
The sofa table island piece also has a back counter top surface, at a
level several inches above the
level of the front shelf member. The back
counter top also creates an open space beneath it within the sofa table
island piece, where a few stools or other seating can be stored, and can
be taken out and used for seating of other
persons behind the sofa table
island piece, or to the side of the sofa.


[0003] An ottoman may be positioned ahead of the sofa, and preferably can
be the same height as the seating
portion of the sofa, and also can have
the same width. Alternatively, a cocktail table may be placed at that
location, with a number of footstools or similar low seating that are
designed to nest in receptacle spaces beneath
the top of the cocktail
table. These footstools can be used as additional seating ahead of the
sofa.


[0004] This arrangement can be used to advantage when a moderate to large
number of friends, family members,
and guests are present for an event.
Several persons can be seated on the sofa, others seated on the stools
behind
the sofa table island piece, and others may be seated on the wide
arms of the sofa, and on the ottoman or on the
low-seating footstools.
This arrangement may be used so the entire group can watch a sporting
event on a large-
screen television, or the opening of presents on
Christmas morning, or for a musical performance or recital. The
height of
the stools, sofa seating, ottoman, and footstools is such that the
persons present will all have a clear
line of sight at the event.


[0005] To date, no combination of furniture pieces has been proposed or
constructed that can function this way
in a satisfactory manner.


[0006] Specifically, no one has previously proposed a sofa table or
similar furniture unit that satisfies the needs
of the persons seated on
a sofa ahead of that furniture unit, and also the needs of person seated
on stools or
similar seating, at a higher seating level, behind the
furniture unit.


OBJECTS AND SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION


[0007] Accordingly, it is an object of this invention to provide a
combination of furniture units that achieve the
seating of a group of
persons that may be assembled to observe an event such as described, and
which
combination overcomes the drawbacks of the prior art.


[0008] Another object of this invention is to provide a furniture piece,
in the nature of a sofa table or island
piece, which unifies the seating
pieces, such as the tuxedo sofa, placed ahead of the island piece, and
movable
seating units at a higher seating level, e.g., stools, positioned
behind the island piece.


[0009] According to an aspect of this invention, the combination includes
a tuxedo sofa, a sofa table island
piece, and movable seating units that
may be stored within the sofa table island piece.


[0010] The tuxedo sofa is adapted for seating a plurality of persons,
having a frame, and defining a seating space
of a predetermined height
and width, with arms disposed at left and right sides of the seating
space. Each of the
arms has a substantially flat (horizontal) top surface
of a given width and a predetermined height above the
height of said
seating space. A sofa back is disposed behind the seating space and has a
horizontal top surface of
a predetermined width and a height the same as
the height of arm top surfaces.


[0011] A two-level sofa table island piece is adapted to be disposed
immediately behind the sofa back of the
tuxedo sofa. This sofa table
island piece is constructed with left and right side walls; a front
horizontal shelf
member affixed onto the side walls and extending in a
width direction a distance at least equal to the width of
the sofa
seating space. This shelf has a height to match the height of the top
surface of the sofa back, so that the
front horizontal shelf member will
be at the same level as the sofa back top surface when the sofa table
island
piece is positioned directly behind the tuxedo sofa. A vertical
riser wall extends upward from the rear edge of
the front horizontal
shelf member, and a rear horizontal counter member extends rearwardly
from the upper edge
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of the riser wall. This counter member extends
laterally in the width direction a distance at least equal to the
width
of the sofa seating space. The counter member has a height greater than
the height of the front horizontal
shelf member, and can serve as a
counter or work surface for persons seated (or, in some cases, standing)
behind
the sofa table island piece. Also, the two side walls and the rear
counter member define an open space suitable
for storing two or more
stools.


[0012] A plurality of movable seating units are stored inside the space or
cavity at the back of the sofa table
island piece, and can be easily
pulled out for use for seating persons behind the island piece.
Favorably, these
seating units each have a seat portion supported on a
leg portion such that the seat portion is at a height greater
than the
height of the sofa seating space. This positions those persons higher
than those on the sofa, so they can
have an unobstructed view of a
program or game on the video screen or other event happening in the front
of the
furniture ensemble.


[0013] In a favorable embodiment, the sofa table island piece further can
have one or more horizontal shelves
mounted on at the side walls thereof
at the level of front horizontal shelf member, and also at a position
below
the horizontal shelf member.


[0014] In one preferred embodiment the height of the front horizontal
shelf member of the sofa table island
member is substantially 27 inches,
and the height of the rear counter member is substantially 36 inches. The
horizontal top surfaces of the arms of said sofa have a width of
substantially 12 inches, and can serve as informal
seating.


[0015] The sofa table island piece is favorably provided with a cord slot
formed at a rear side of the front
horizontal shelf member, so as to
define a space for passage or electric or communication cords or cables
between the front horizontal shelf member and the vertical riser wall,
serving as a means for minimizing cord
clutter when lamps, cell phone
chargers, or other powered items are placed on the front or side shelves
of the
island piece. Preferably, the cord slot has a wide portion of
greater dimension than remainder of the cord slot for
permitting passage
of a cord connector, i.e., an electrical plug or cable connector.
Positioned at the corner of the
riser and front shelf member, the cord
slot or slots are not particularly noticeable, and do not detract from
the
appearance of the island piece.


[0016] The combination can further comprise an ottoman adapted to be
positioned in front of the seating space
of the tuxedo sofa. Favorably
the ottoman has width and height that are substantially the same as the
width and
height of the seating space of the sofa.


[0017] In addition or alternatively, the combination may comprise a
cocktail table adapted to be positioned in
front of the seating space of
the tuxedo sofa, together with two, three, or four footstool members. In
this case, the
cocktail table is configured so as to define a number of
nesting spaces for the footstools beneath the table top of
the cocktail
table, where the footstools can be stored until needed.


[0018] These and other objects, features, and advantages of the invention
will become apparent from the
following detailed description of a
selected preferred embodiment, which is to be read in connection with the
accompanying Drawing:


BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING


[0019] FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an ensemble of furniture according
to one exemplary preferred
embodiment of the present invention.


[0020] FIG. 2 is a rear elevational view thereof.


[0021] FIG. 3 is a front elevational view thereof.


[0022] FIG. 4 is a side elevational view of the sofa table island piece of
this embodiment.
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[0023] FIG. 5 is a front elevational view of the sofa table island piece
of this embodiment.


[0024] FIGS. 6, 7, and 8 are a side elevation, top plan, and rear
elevation thereof.


[0025] FIG. 9 is a front perspective of the sofa table island piece
featuring the cable slot(s).


[0026] FIG. 9A is an enlargement of a portion of FIG. 9 showing detail of
the cable slots(s).


[0027] FIGS. 10, 11 and 12 are environmental perspective views of the sofa
and sofa table island piece of this
embodiment.


[0028] FIG. 13 is a perspective view of the ensemble of furniture of an
embodiment that features a cocktail table
and footstools that nest
beneath it.


DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS


[0029] With reference to the Drawing Figures, and initially to FIGS. 1 to
4, a sofa 10, here a so-called Tuxedo
sofa, is shown to have a wide
seating area 12 with one or more seat cushions, and with arms 14
positioned at left
and right ends, and a sofa back 16 behind the seating
area 12 and extending between the rear portions of the two
sofa arms 14.
In this case, the arms each rise more or less vertically to a wide top
surface that is about generally
flat and about ten to twelve inches in
width, and at a height of about twenty-seven inches above the floor. The
sofa back 16 also rises vertically and has a wide flat top surface of
about ten to twelve inches front-to-back and
at a height to match the
side arms (i.e., twenty-seven inches).


[0030] In this embodiment, an ottoman 18 is positioned in front of the
sofa 10, and has a height and width to
match the seating area 12 of the
sofa. A number of pillows, cushions and bolsters on the sofa can
repositioned by
persons seated on the sofa.


[0031] Immediately behind the back 14 of the sofa 10 is a two-level sofa
table or island piece 20, serving as a
connecting piece between the sofa
10 and additional seating for persons behind the sofa table island piece
20,
that is, for persons who may be seated on additional seating such as
stools 70.


[0032] As shown additionally in FIGS. 5 to 8, the sofa table island piece
20 has left and right side walls 22 and
24, with a staggered top edges
higher at the rear side. A front shelf 26 is supported on the front part
of the side
walls and extends horizontally, i.e., left to right, at a
height of twenty-seven inches so as to be at the same height
as the back
top surface of the back 16 of the sofa 10. In this embodiment the
left-to-right distance of the shelf 26
matches the width of the sofa back
14. The shelf extends front-to-back between eight and twelve inches, and
its
front edge is at the position of the front edge of the two side walls
22 and 24. In this embodiment, the side walls
are each one piece and
solid across their width, but in other possible embodiments they could
have one or more
open sections.


[0033] An upper, rear counter top or shelf 28 extends across the top rear
of the two side walls 22, 24 at a height
above the level of the front
shelf 26, and in this embodiment the counter top 28 is about thirty-six
inches above
the floor. A riser panel 30 extends up from the rear edge of
the front shelf 26 to the front edge of the upper
counter top 28, and a
lower panel 36 beneath the front edge of the lower front shelf 26 extends
downward and
also extends from the left side wall 22 to the right side
wall 24. The rear side of the sofa table island piece 20 is
open beneath
the upper rear counter top 28 and the two side walls 22 and 24 to create
an open space 38 for
storage of additional seating and to create leg room
for persons seated at the rear counter top 28.


[0034] Referring now to FIGS. 9 and 9A, at the junction of the lower front
shelf 26 and the riser panel 30 there
is are narrow slots or cutouts 32
formed, one at each side of the center of the shelf and riser, and these
slots 32
are intended to create a passage for electrical cords and/or
communications cables for lamps, digital devices, etc.
that persons may
have present on the sofa table island piece 20. At the end of each of
these slots or cutouts 32
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nearer the center of the island piece there is
an enlarged portion 34 to permit a plug or cable connector to pass
through. The cord slots help keep cord clutter or tangle from the top and
outer surfaces of the island piece
furniture unit.


[0035] Referring again to FIGS. 4 to 8, the sofa table island piece unit
20 has upper side shelves 50 disposed
respectively at the upper parts of
the right and left side walls 22, 24 and contiguous with the ends of the
front
shelf 26. These are supported by brackets (not numbered) that are
fastened to the outer surface of the side walls.
Beneath these shelves
are lower side shelves 52, and associated support brackets. These side
shelves 50 and 52
can provide places for books or other articles (See
FIG. 10).


[0036] Pillows 60, rear cushions, and other movable cushions such as
bolsters can be present as shown in FIGS.
10 to 12, and can be
repositioned as desired for occupant comfort. Also shown in FIG. 12 are
sofa seat cushions
62, of which there are two in this embodiment. Of
course in other embodiments the sofa may be designed to
have only a
single cushion, or perhaps three cushions.


[0037] Returning now to FIGS. 1 and 2, and referring also to FIG. 13,
additional seating units 70, here shown as
bar stools, provide seating at
a higher level than the seating area 12 of the sofa. These seating units
or stools 70
fit into the space 38 beneath the counter top 28 when they
are not needed, but can be easily pulled out for
persons to occupy,
either behind the sofa table island piece 20, or to the side of it (see
FIG. 13) or elsewhere.
Here, the units 70 are traditional, backless
high-seating stools, but these units could be seating with backs, and in
some cases with arms.


[0038] The furniture ensemble with a cocktail table 40 instead of the
ottoman 18 is shown in FIG. 13. In this
embodiment, the cocktail table 40
has a generally square or rectangular top 42, and this is supported on a
set of
L-shaped legs 44. These legs 44 each have a vertical member that
centers on a respective edge of the table top
42, and a horizontal member
that meets the other horizontal leg members beneath the center of the
cocktail table
40. This arrangement creates four corner receptacles or
spaces 46 under the top 42. A set of footstools 48 are
provided,
generally as illustrated here, which fit in a respective corner space 46
and can be pulled out when
needed for additional seating, for example,
for younger children.


[0039] With the furniture arrangements or ensembles of this invention, as
described and illustrated, a space in
the room ahead of the sofa 10 and
ahead of the ottoman 18 or cocktail table 40, can be an event space,
including
e.g., a large-screen television, or a Christmas tree, or a
recital space (for piano and singer), or for many other
occasions where a
number of persons may want to gather. Persons may also seat themselves
comfortably on the
arms 14 of the sofa. In each case, the persons seated
behind have a view that is not obstructed by the persons
seated ahead of
them.


[0040] The sofa table island piece 20 makes this possible by creating a
table space (i.e., the shelf 26)
immediately behind the sofa back 16 to
serve the purpose of side tables for persons to put food plates or drink
glasses, or to use as a place for smart-phones and tablet devices, and
for their charging stations, as well as a
place for lamps, floral
arrangements, books, or other items. The higher-level counter top 28
provides a work
space or table space for persons seated on the stools 70
behind the island piece 20, with the stools being stored
within the
footprint of the island piece until needed for additional seating. The
counter top 28 then provides
space for those persons to set food plates,
drink glasses, or other items.


[0041] The cocktail table 40 with its footstools 48 that nest beneath it,
provide further additional seating ahead
of the sofa 10 with the seating
at a lower level than the sofa seating area 12.


[0042] The sofa can be of various width dimensions, selected for the size
of the room space, e.g., sofa width of
seventy-eight inches or ninety
inches. The island piece 20 can then be of a corresponding width
dimension so as
to match the lower front shelf 26 with the width of the
sofa back 14. This in turn means the wider space 38
beneath the wider
counter top 28 can store four stools 70, instead of the three shown in
the illustrations.


[0043] The sofa 10 can be covered with leather, with upholstery cloth, or
in some cases can have bare wood
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arms 14. The sofa table island piece 20
can be made of various woods with a choice of finishes. The overhang at
the right and left ends of the shelf 26 and counter top 28 can vary and
is not critical.


[0044] While the furniture ensemble concept of the present invention has
been described with reference to
specific preferred embodiments, it
should be understood that the invention is not limited to those precise
embodiments. Rather, many modifications and variations would present
themselves to persons skilled in the art
without departure from the scope
and spirit of this invention, as defined in the appended claims.


* * * * *
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